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From The Principal:

Dear Parents/Guardians,

60th Anniversary:
We have an exciting two days planned for the 60th Anniversary 
celebrations this week. Tomorrow, we have a 60’s theme casual clothes 
day, and the Trivia Night in the school's STEAM building tomorrow night. 

On Friday we have a range of school tours booked in the morning. Friday 
afternoon there is a school assembly to be held in the stadium. The 
assembly will commence at 2:45pm with parents and members of the 
community welcome to attend.

Booking details for all events are through ‘trybooking’ – you can find the 
flyers on the main page of our website and also on page 9 of this newsletter.
 
We have been blessed with a range of resources from the early years of the 
school, including early super-8 video footage, old uniforms, and class lists. 
Thanks to everyone who has contributed. If you would like to inspect some 
of the memorabilia, the displays are in our admin building for the next week.

Student sporting success:
Great to see students experiencing success both within and beyond the 
school. Elsewhere in this publication are the results of the Interschool 
Snowsports competition, for which MSC finished 9th. A range of great 
individual results contributed to this outcome.

The National Snowsports competition is held at Perisher this year. This 
competition is not run as a school event and parents are expected to 
accompany their child/ren to the competition. We wish them all the best to 
those attending and competing.

In terms of cycling, we recognise both Elise Empey (6th in the UCI MTB 
World Championships for Junior Women Downhill racing) and Ruby 
Dobson (50th in the UCI MTB World Championships for Junior Women 
Cross Country Olympic racing). Both students are returning to school this 
week following time overseas racing.

Molly Lines has also been successful in Eventing with her horse Tadpole, 
winning the 3-star event last weekend. Well done Molly!

My reflection is on the capabilities of our students, both within and beyond 
the school and academic success. We have a range of students competing in 
very high-end sport, whilst balancing work and school commitments. Our 
youth are extraordinary!

Parent survey:
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/guardians think 
of our school. The Parent/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey 
conducted by the Department of Education and Training that is designed to 
assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school 
climate, student behaviour, and student engagement. 

We encourage all families to participate in this survey. Our school will 
use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning 
and improvement strategies. 

Previously, a random sample  of parents/guardians have been selected 
to participate, this year, all families are invited to participate. The link 
is open until Friday 16th September.

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to 
complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within the 
fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or 
smartphones. 

Survey link: https://www.orima.com.au/parent
Survey PIN: 604630

Survey results are reported to School Council. Last year we used the 
survey outcomes to plan for an improved student wellbeing program 
(The Resilience Project) and to structure improved school 
communication strategies (particularly the shift from ‘Xuno’ to 
‘Compass’). Please contact the school if you would like more 
information.

General Achievement Test (GAT):
The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) exams are just around 
the corner. As part of the assessment process, run by the Victorian 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority, all students engaging in a Year 
12 VCE Unit will complete the GAT next week on Wednesday 7th 
September.

The GAT is a test of general knowledge and skills including 
communication, mathematics, science and technology, the arts, 
humanities and social sciences taken by students in the course of 
completing their senior secondary studies. The results are important 
for a range of reasons:
·they provide a ‘backup’ in the case where a student cannot 
participate in the end of year exam due to injury or illness. The GAT is 
used as part of a process to develop a ‘derived exam score’ for the 
missed assessment
·they provide a reference point for student learning progress. Where 
student exam results are inconsistent with the GAT result, extra care 
is taken in the assessment process including, for example, extra 
examiners marking the exam.

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) examiners:
Our school actively encourages VCE teachers to work as exam 
markers for the VCE exams. It is an important service that they offer 
to education generally, and is a great way to ensure that the VCE 
students in their classes have up-to-date tips in maximising exam 
results. We have a range of staff involved. This is not common across 
all schools and shows the dedication of our team. I am proud of the 
lengths they go to, for the benefit of our students.

Kind regards

Timothy Hall
Principal

https://www.orima.com.au/parent
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MSC Students Represent Australia at Elite Level

Elise Empey placed 6th in the Womens Junior Downhill Comp 
Ruby Dobson was a part of the Cross Country Relay Team which came 14th; Ruby also competed in the Womens Junior XC Olympic race and
placed 50th.

Congratulations to two of our students who have been competing at  the UCI Mountain Bike World Championships in Les Gets, France.

An amazing effort, well done to you both.

Ruby Dobson, 5th from left in bottom row. Elise Empey

MSC Students compete in Victorian Interschools Snowsports

Addi Wadsworth   1st - Div 3 Multiclass Giant Slalom
Bella Green   1st - Div 1 Ski Slopestyle
Estelle O’Neill   1st - Div 2 Ski Slopestyle, 15th - Div 2 Ski Cross, 20th - Div 2 Giant Slalom
Selina Green   2nd - Div 3 Ski Slopestyle
Aiden Casey & James Sheldrick 3rd - Div 2 Snowboard Cross Team
Aiden Casey & James Sheldrick 5th - Div 2 Snowboard Giant Slalom Team
James Sheldrick   6th - Div 2 Snowboard Cross, 10th - Div 2 Snowboard Giant Slalom
Zac Empey   7th - Div 2 Ski Slopestyle
Taz Leatham   10th - Div 3 Snowboard Cross
Sienna Vorchheimer  18th - Div 2 Alpine GS, 42nd - Skier Cross,
Aiden Casey   22nd - Div 2 Snowboard Cross, 22nd - Div 2 Snowboard Giant Slalom
Hunter Ward   71st - Div 3 Ski Cross 
Jackson Day   77th - Div 3 Ski Cross

Another fantastic year at Mt Buller for the Victorian Interschools Snowsports Competitions. MSC was well represented and came home with 
multiple medals!! 

23 schools competed and MSC ranked 9th overall - a brilliant result.

Well done to all who competed and good luck to those heading to Perisher for the Nationals Competition next week.
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Victorian Certificate of Education
The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) will continue to be delivered in the same way it always has, with the requirements remaining the 
same in 2023. VCE is a two-year senior secondary certificate. It is a scored pathway, resulting in study scores and an ATAR, which enables 
students to pursue tertiary education, higher level TAFE or VET certificate courses, apprenticeships, traineeships, and the workforce. 

VCE Vocational Major
The VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM) is a new two-year non-scored vocational and applied learning program that is placed directly within the VCE. 
It is designed to equip students with the essential skills for work, further education, and student personal pursuits as an active and engaged 
member of society. The VCE VM is a good option for students who like to learn in a real world, work environment and for those who do not need 
an ATAR for their post school pathway. Students do not gain an ATAR when completing the VCE VM, and as such, there are no external exams 
associated with this program, however, all students do need to undertake the General Achievement Test (GAT).
 
Victorian Pathways Certificate
The Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) is a new certificate designed for students who may not be able or ready to complete a certificate at VCE 
level and need more flexibility in learning. The coursework is designed and delivered at a more accessible level than the VCE and VCE VM. If a 
student would like to enrol in the VPC, this will be discussed with the Senior School Coordinator, family, and the student to determine suitability 
and an individualised program.

Victorian Senior School Reform
From 2023, senior secondary education in Victoria is changing. The changes are being made due to the review into vocational and applied learning 
(VCAL). At Mansfield Secondary College, VCAL will no longer be a program option for students beginning Year 11 from 2023 onwards.

The Department of Education states “From 2023 there’ll be two ways to obtain your Victorian Certificate of Education. You can enrol in VCE or 
the VCE Vocational Major, a new two-year vocational, applied learning program within the VCE. It replaces and builds on the strengths of 
Intermediate and Senior VCAL. There will also be the Victorian Pathways Certificate, replacing Foundation VCAL, for students who may not be 
ready or able to complete a certificate at VCE level. Whether you want to take on university, TAFE, an apprenticeship or traineeship, or head 
straight into the workforce when you finish school, there is a secondary pathway that will help get you there.”

For more information on senior secondary pathways, please visit the Department of Education and Training website: 
https://www.vic.gov.au/whats-changing-senior-secondary, 
.and the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority website: 
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/victorianseniorsecondarycertificatereform/Pages/Index.aspx 

https://www.vic.gov.au/whats-changing-senior-secondary
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/victorianseniorsecondarycertificatereform/Pages/Index.aspx
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The GAT - General Achievement Test
The GAT is taking place on the 7th September 2022, this year all Unit 3 & 4 students will undertake the GAT. 

From 2023 VCE and VCE VM students will undertake the GAT.

Mansfield Secondary College will be implementing a default program for the VCE VM to ensure the best opportunity of successful completion for 
all students. Students do have the option of completing VCE subjects as part of the VCE VM, within the availability of the timetable, but limited by 
eligibility requirements. For students enrolled in the VPC, an individualised program will be created, and students will attend respective classes 
with the VCE VM students in the relevant year level. The default program for all students selecting the VCE VM is outlined below.

If you have any questions about the changes to senior secondary education, please contact me, jessica.macdowell@education.vic.gov.au 

Jess Macdowell
Senior School Coordinator 

mailto:jessica.macdowell@education.vic.gov.au
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If your child is interested in Casual or Part-time work, a School-Based or a Full-time Apprenticeship, there are many opportunities locally with
businesses contacting the College regularly.

There are opportunities in Plumbing, Pharmacy, Butchery, or Cinema to name a few.

Please contact Shelly Comben at the College to discuss possible job or career options for your child, shelly.comben@education.vic.gov.au.  Students
can also visit Shelly and discuss options with her in the Careers office in the Language Centre.

Career Opportunities

Creative Math Learning
My Year 7s have been learning about negative numbers using a game based on hot air balloons with hot air being positive numbers and sand bags 
being negative numbers, an engaging way to learn! 

Naomi Hall
Maths Teacher

Health & First Aid Ambulance Visit
A huge thank you to Michelle Reidl, a Paramedic based in Mansfield for coming to present to Year 9/10 students who are currently studying Health 
and First Aid.

Students prepared questions for Michelle such as the role of a paramedic, typical call outs in Mansfield and use of the primary and secondary 
surveys in patient assessment. Students also had the opportunity to test out ambulance equipment and investigate the set up of the truck.  

Again we are grateful for the time Michelle volunteered to give our students this opportunity.

Amanda Jones
Health & PE Teacher
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miss the introduction of new work
fail to complete work
miss revision time 
miss homework explanation 
fall behind with their learning
develop disjointed home-reading routines
develop inconsistent homework returns/routines
may lack confidence and feel embarrassed because they cannot do work the class has been studying
feel left out from class discussion when they have missed a special class activity and cannot do the associated work
miss specialist lessons because these lessons only occur once a week and so, for example, artwork is not completed or is rushed to finish in the 
limited time available 
miss notices and newsletters to take home
miss celebrations, for example excursions, visitors, assemblies, and special activities
can find it difficult to break into established friendship groups and develop good friendships with their peers
can develop a poor attitude towards school, believing ‘I won’t miss much if I’m not at school’
fail to realise that the teachers and students miss them.

the child’s birthday
too tired to come to school because of a late night
staying home with a sibling or parent who is sick
staying away for the whole day when an appointment is booked for a short time in the morning or afternoon
weather conditions, for example too hot or too wet.

As indicated in the College’s previous two “attendance” letters, we are working to improve student outcomes through the reduction of absences 
across all year levels. The Department of Education and Training are supporting this through the “Every Day Counts” program. We would encourage
you to talk with your child to discuss the importance of consistent school attendance by referring to important facts outlined below.

When students stay away from school, their learning and friendships are affected. There are many practical issues associated with absenteeism.

Students who are absent from school:

Sometimes students stay at home for reasons that are not acceptable, for example:

Please remember that if you are experiencing difficulty in having your child attend school, discuss the matter with their Year Level Coordinator.

Next fortnight: Why it’s not OK to be away OR LATE.

Daniel Hough
Assistant Principal – Student Services

Student Attendance

Wellbeing issues and any learning related needs are the Year Level Coordinators (first port of call) I encourage you to contact the College
promptly if you need support, or need to tell us something about your child. We value the opportunity to work together with you, for the good of
all the young people in our community.

Year 7  & Junior School Coordinator - Courtney O'Loughlan     (courtney.oloughlan@education.vic.gov.au)
Year 8 Coordinator - Simone Kapaun    (simone.kapaun@education.vic.gov.au)
Year 9 Coordinator - Chad Owens     (chad.owens@education.vic.gov.au)
Year 10 Coordinator - Claire Wallace     (claire.wallace@education.vic.gov.au)
Year 11 Coordinator (Term 3) - Cally Grogan    (cally.grogan@education.vic.gov.au)
Year 11 Coordinator (Term 4) - Mark Howlett    (mark.howlett@education.vic.gov.au)
Year 12 & Senior School Coordinator - Jess Macdowell     (jessica.macdowell@education.vic.gov.au)

Wellbeing Coordinator - Brad Freind    (brad.freind@education.vic.gov.au)
Business Manager - Anna Francis    (anna.francis@education.vic.gov.au)

For any other enquiries or if you are not sure who you should speak with, please contact the Front Office team on 5775 2022 or at
mansfield.sc@education.vic.gov.au

School Contacts
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Vaping is the inhaling of a vapour created by an electronic cigarette (e-cigarette). 

An e-cigarette is a device that simulates tobacco smoking. It consists of an atomizer, a power source such as a battery, and a container such as a 
cartridge or tank. Instead of smoke, the user inhales vapour. The liquid that fills the cartridge often contains nicotine (which is extracted from 
tobacco), propylene glycol, flavourings and other chemicals. 

Some people start vaping as an alternative to cigarette smoking (often as a way to quit), however, others choose to vape and become addicted to the 
nicotine in the vaping liquid, then transition to cigarette smoking.

Many young people experiment with vaping and quitting can be difficult. It’s important that correct information is provided, and support is available, 
because reducing or completely giving up something that your body enjoys is difficult. 

Parents and family members play an important role in helping a young person to reduce or stop vaping. Here are some strategies that can be helpful:
 
Tips that may help a young person to quit:
1. The 4 D’s: Delay, Drink water, Deep breathe, Do something else
2. Be active as a distraction from vaping
3. Get together with a friend to quit
4. Throw e-cigarettes away
5. Do something that is fun with a friend who doesn’t vape
6. Change routine, eg try eating lunch in a different place or with
different people
7. Save vape money to spend on something else
8. Find new ways to cope with stress or anger, eg. talk to a friend,
exercise
9. Keep hands busy, eg. drawing, paint fingernails
10. Make ‘No more vaping’ reminder cards to leave in a wallet, bag or
bedroom

If you would like any information about how I can help, or you wish to
discuss this further, I can be reached at school on 5775 2022. 

Other Services that can provide you with information 
or advice about vaping include:
➔Quitline www.quit.org.au Phone: 13 78 48
➔Parentline 1300 30 1300
➔Raising Children www.raisingchildren.net.au
➔Mansfield Restart 5775 8800

Chris Nicholls
Adolescent Health Nurse 
christina.nicholls@education.vic.gov.au

Vaping

Calendar

Week 8
Thursday 1 September - Anniversary 60s Theme Dress Day
Thursday 1 September - Anniversary Trivia Night (book via MSC website)
Friday 2 September - Anniversary School Tours (book via MSC website)
Friday 2 September - Anniversary Assembly (book via MSC website)

Week 9
Wednesday 7 September - Week 9 Wednesday Snowsports Program
Wednesday 7 September - Uniform Shop Open  (12:40pm-1:10pm)
Thursday 8 September - Southern Ranges Athletics
Friday 9 September - Melbourne Writer's Festival excursion

Week 10
Wednesday 14 September - Week 10 Wednesday Snowsports Program
Wednesday 14 September - Uniform Shop Open (12:40pm-1:10pm)
Friday 16 September - Last Day of Term 3 (Students dismissed 2:30pm)

http://www.quit.org.au/
http://www.raisingchildren.net.au/
mailto:christina.nicholls@education.vic.gov.au
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https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/939023
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/939016
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/938230
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https://adfaopenday.defencejobs.gov.au/adfa-on-demand?utm_source&utm_medium&utm_term&utm_content=Rewatch-Influencer-ADFAOnDemand&utm_campaign=ADFAOpenDay-InfluencerDMs&page=1&perPage=21&query=


https://schools.compass.education/
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15 View Street, Mansfield VIC 3722
Phone: 03 5775 2022
Email: mansfield.sc@education.vic.gov.au

www.mansfieldsc.vic.edu.au 
 

Mansfield Secondary College
 

Canteen Roster

Thursday 1 September - Vickie van der Hoeven

Monday 5 September - Sharon Bunce
Tuesday 6 September - Kylie Russell
Thursday 8 September - Sophie Yencken

Monday 12 September - Jo Clegg
Tuesday 13 September - Gail O'Halloran
Thursday 15 September - TBA

https://schools.compass.education/
https://mansfieldsc.vic.edu.au/
https://mansfieldsc.vic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Mansfield-Secondary-College/100063773973865/

