
NEWSLETTER
Issue 6 - 5 May 2022

MANSFIELD SECONDARY COLLEGE

From The Principal:

Dear Parents/Guardians

Welcome to Term 2! 

Our Principal Tim Hall is away on leave for this term and I have the pleasure
of being Acting Principal whilst he is gone. Mark Howlett is stepping into my
role as Assistant Principal for the term and Mark O’Loughlan is filling in as
Year 11 Coordinator in the Senior School office. 

We have had a good start to the term. Students have returned to school
focussed and ready to learn. On the second day of term we hosted a
workshop for teachers in our region. As part of the day we visited all classes
in the afternoon. Their observations are testament to how well we have
started the term. 

The reflections of visiting teachers were:
- The environment was calm and students were attentive
- Students readily engaged with them and were engrossed in their learning
- Teachers were enthusiastic and had a good range of activities happening
- Our facilities are excellent

I enjoy showing people around our school and listening to their observations.
We have terrific students and staff here and an enviable environment. A
recurring observation is that we have articulate and respectful students.

On ANZAC day our Student Leadership Team laid a wreath and addressed
the wider community. I would like to publicly acknowledge and thank
Arabella Green, Meg Mahoney and Prabh Sandhu for the outstanding way
they represented our school at the ceremony. 

Mandy McCracken Presentation
Last Wednesday we had Mandy McCracken visit our school and deliver a
presentation to our Year 7 and 8 students. Mandy is a quadruple amputee
due to sepsis. The core themes Mandy raised in her presentation were:
resilience, visible and non-visible disability, and acceptance of difference.
There was plenty of time for students to ask Mandy questions and she gave
candid responses. Thank you to Julie Anderson, Women in the North East
(WiNE) network, and Bendigo Bank for making this experience possible for
our students. 

Retired Supreme Court Justice visits Legal Studies Classes
Last Thursday retired Supreme Court Justice Lex Lasry AM visited students
in our Legal Studies classes. He has had an illustrious career in the law, with
involvement in being an observer throughout the detention of David Hicks in
Guantanamo Bay, and was also heavily involved in the Bali 9 saga, defending
Andrew Chan and Myuran Sukamaran. He is an advocate for the abolition of
the death penalty and has been very vocal in this space on the global stage. 
He gave our students real life examples of the content they have been
studying and they were able to ask him questions. A big thank you to
Courtney O’Loughlan and Jenny Hearn for making this experience possible
for our students.

Essendon Football Club visit
On Friday we had Essendon Football Club visit our school in the 
afternoon. 97 of our students attended a presentation from Kevin Sheedy
followed by a skills clinic. Kevin spoke about the importance of doing your 
best, having resilience, travelling to broaden your mind, and how 
fortunate we are to live in such a great community. We are the only school 
that the group visited on their regional tour and we thank Essendon 
Football Club for the opportunity. Please see further in this newsletter for 
a report from our students. 

Annual Report to School Community
Each year a report is prepared and presented to the school community 
that outlines our school’s performance. The 2021 report was presented in 
April and shows strong academic results in relation to learning growth 
and achievement. I am proud of what our students have achieved during a 
challenging period of time. Please see further in this newsletter for key 
information contained in the report.

NAPLAN
Next week NAPLAN tests will be conducted across the school. NAPLAN is 
a useful tool for us to track how our students are performing against the 
rest of the State. We actively use this data to support the learning 
outcomes of all students. The tests will be conducted online and it will be 
the first time our Year 7 and Year 9 students will have undertaken the 
test in this format. Familiarisation activities are being held in class to 
prepare the students for what to expect.  (If you wish to withdraw your 
child, please call the Front Office).

Testing will occur over four days as follows: 
Tuesday: reading, Wednesday: writing, Thursday: conventions of 
language, and Friday: numeracy.

There will be catch-up sessions available for students who may be absent. 
I encourage our students to do their best and take the opportunity to 
show their learning. 

Janessa Burkhardt
Acting Principal

Calendar

Week 2
Thursday 5 May - Year 9/10 Indonesian Melbourne Excursion
Thursday 5 May - Hands On Trades Expo Excursion

Week 3
Tuesday 10 May - 2023 Yr 7 Information Night
Tuesday 10 May - Yr 10 Immunisations
Tuesday 10 to Friday 13 May - NAPLAN
Wednesday 11 May - Uniform Shop Open 12.40pm-1.30pm
Wednesday 11 May - House Cross Country

Week 4
Monday 16 to Friday 20 May - Yr 8 Rubicon Camp (Ms Jones & Ms Diamantis'
classes)
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The Honorable Lex Lasry AM visits MSC

On Thursday 28th of April, The Honorable Lex Lasry visited our school and spoke with students from our VCE Legal Studies classes and some 
from Year 10 Humanities. He was incredibly open with students and gave them a real insight into the types of cases that he heard as a Supreme 
Court of Victoria Justice (in the Criminal Division), and as a prominent defense barrister. Many of the cases he spoke about were familiar to 
students having featured prominently in media, for example the Bourke St car attack involving James Gargasoulas, the execution of Australians
Myuran Sukamaran and Andrew Chan who were involved in the "Bali 9" drug case, his connection to the Melbourne gangland wars in the 
sentencing of Carl Williams’ murderer. He also spoke about his role as an independent observer in the terrorism trial of Australian Guantanamo 
Bay detainee David Hicks. 

Students asked some really important questions of him, and received honest answers to some of the biggest questions and issues surrounding our 
legal system. He was particularly up front about the frequency with which drugs and substance abuse play a role in criminal offending. 

We were all surprised by how open he was, either when speaking about the details of his courtroom experience but also in dealing with big issues 
like his opposition to the death penalty, the role the media play in helping or hindering justice in Australia and what the purpose of sentencing 
should be when deciding cases.

It was a very valuable experience, and we would like to thank Jenny Hearn for organising his visit. 

Hayley Hunter, Kara Alexander, Tyla Ciarma, Matilda Kerr, Tiffany Ryan
VCE Students (& Mrs O'Loughlan)

And thank you to Deanne for the photo!

We have 84 students requiring to complete a week's Work
Experience this year in June.

If your business can accommodate a student for a week, please
contact the Career's Practitioner, Shelly Comben, at the College.

We thank you for your consideration.

Work Experience - can you help??
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Essendon Football Club visits MSC

Last Friday Mansfield Secondary College was fortunate to have the Essendon Football Club visit with special guest speakers, the Great Kevin
Sheedy as well as 3-time premiership player Mark Harvey.

Kevin and Mark were asked to share their past with how their football career started, what were their motivations in life to keep pushing through
the tough times, and how they stayed connected with footy for so long.

Kevin coached for 27 years at the Essendon Football Club, winning 4 premierships, as well as winning 3 in his playing times at Richmond. With
making it to the highest level and doing almost all there was to achieve, Sheedy spoke about the need to keep going no matter what life puts in the
way of you. Kevin himself had curve balls thrown at him, which he said made him stronger and wanted to achieve more. Now after his long and
decorated footballing career he writes children’s books to inspire kids to follow their dreams.

Mark Harvey started his passion for the sport at the very young age of 6. Living just 5 minutes away from his local footy oval he developed a great
understanding of football which led to an AFL profession. He spoke about how he wasn’t always the greatest student at school, which left him to
pursue a footy career at the highest level. Harvey went on to speak about how it may not be footy but another pathway that you enjoy, with his
message to the students being to pursue your goals and you will always succeed.

Following the moving talk from Kevin and Mark, the Essendon Football Club staff conducted a skills session with all involved. 

The students got a lot out of the talk and skills session, as it was very inspiring to the audience and showed a high level of passion and commitment
by two highly rated sportsman. However, the main thing everyone would have taken away from this special visit would simply be, just be a good
person.

Max Mahoney & Chloe Cash
Year 10 Students
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Strong Academic Growth

VCE achievement data (mean study score of 29.2 against a State average of 28.9)
VCAL achievement data (97% satisfactory completion)
Exit destinations and positive pathways provision; 97.5% of students. The College’s excellent careers team assists students to find their 
preferred pathway. This team is well-supported by businesses in Mansfield who are always prepared to take our young people into school- 
based apprenticeships, full-time apprenticeships and employment. 
Year 9 NAPLAN reading and numeracy (proportion of students in top 3 bands)
Year 7 to 9 ‘Learning Gain’. (Outstanding results in Writing with 38% of students making High Gain compared to 20% in Similar Schools. 
NAPLAN Learning Gain is determined by comparing a student’s current year results relative to the results of ‘similar’ Victorian students i.e. 
those in all sectors in the same year level who had the same score two years prior.) 
Year 5 to 7 ‘Learning Gain’; strong in the majority of skills with outstanding results in Numeracy with 42% of students making ‘High Gain’ 
compared to 22% in Similar Schools, and in Writing, 35% compared to 17% in Similar Schools (these results attest to the excellent work being 
undertaken in the College’s feeder primary schools.)

The Mansfield Secondary College 2021 Annual Report to the School Community was again excellent. This report is presented annually in April.
The report showcases the ability of staff and students to surmount the challenges to teaching and learning presented by the COVID pandemic, 
particularly the constant pivoting between face-to-face and online learning. The high-level report, compiled by the Department of Education and 
Training Victoria, demonstrates the success of the College across a range of indicators including achievement, engagement and wellbeing. 
Overall, Mansfield Secondary College’s results are very positive across these indicators. 

In his comments about the report Principal Timothy Hall said, “Despite the interruptions created by the COVID pandemic, our students’ results 
continue to be outstanding which is a credit to our staff and students. I am so proud of the way staff and students ‘got on with the job’ of learning, 
despite significant challenges”. 

Some of the key highlights for 2021 were:

“Not only are our outright academic results excellent, but our ‘growth’ 
data and our pathways provisions are outstanding. Students do very 
well under our care. With our support and guidance, they continue 
to find the next step on their life journey”, said Mr Hall. 

2021 was a year of review for the College and its new strategic plan 
commenced in 2022. The key strategies for the next four years include: 
improving levels of learning aspiration and self-efficacy to raise 
student learning expectations; developing and implementing strategies 
to involve students, parents and carers as partners in learning; and to 
continue strengthening curriculum and assessment practices 
throughout the College. 

In their assessment of the College’s performance School Captains 
Arabella Green and Prabh Sandhu offered the following 
observations of their school:

“There are so many opportunities provided by Mansfield Secondary, 
from academic, work and sporting experiences. Our teachers take 
time to get to know individuals so they understand what we are 
wanting to achieve. This means that there is an overwhelming 
amount of support creating an environment where you can strive 
to do your best whilst enjoying what you are learning”, said Arabella.

In Prabh’s view, "the school is headed in the right direction academically. 
We are meeting and surpassing state averages across all years, and 
I'm grateful to be a student at the College”.
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Strong Academic Growth (continued)
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Events

A busy month for MSC students, including the School Captains representing the College at the Mansfield Anzac Day ceremony, Agribusiness 
students attended the Seymour Alternative Farming Show and the Year 7 and 8's having the opportunity to hear the inspirational story of Mandy 
McCracken.

notify the school if returning during their 7 day period; 
undertake daily rapid antigen testing five times within the 7 days; 
wear a face covering when indoors (if aged 8 years and above or unless they have 
a valid exemption); 
are not permitted to visit hospitals or care facilities unless an exemption applies

COVID-19 HOUSEHOLD CONTACTS
Household contacts are no longer required to quarantine as long as they take 
additional safety measures, but are required to:
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https://schools.compass.education/
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Mansfield Secondary College
 

Canteen Roster

Monday 9 May - Sharon Bunce
Tuesday 10 May - Katrina Fox
Wednesday 11 May - Kate Stonnill
Thursday 12 May - Sue Dolling

Monday 16 May - Jo Clegg
Tuesday 17 May - Gail O'Halloran
Wednesday 18 May - Michelle Pigdon
Thursday 19 May - Peta Martin

Monday 23 May - Bianca Hurle

Tuesday 24 May - Sharon Bunce

Wednesday 25 May - Clarissa Leatham

Thursday 26 May - Sophie Yencken

Thank you to all for volunteering your time!

Throughout 2022, we will be working closely with The Resilience 
Project to support the wellbeing of our school community. 

The Resilience Project delivers emotionally engaging programs and 
provides evidence-based, practical strategies to build resilience. 

Our Partnership Program consists of online presentations and weekly 
lessons for students, professional development for staff, and Parent & 
Carer Hub (inc. digital presentations) for our parent and carer 
community. 

Over the coming weeks, we’ll be sharing the Parent & Carer Hub with 
you. The videos are 5-10 minutes long and will walk through the key 
pillars of resilience: Gratitude, Empathy & Mindfulness. You’ll hear 
stories and be introduced to activities to show how these strategies 
can support our kids' learning and development, and also support you 
as parents and carers. 

This program is an important part of our school’s effort to look after 
the mental health of our community.

View the first presentation of the series here: Part 1: Meet Martin 
and learn about The Resilience Project -  
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub/

We will be in touch to share the remainder of the program, including 
research and wellbeing activities to integrate into day to day life. 

For mental health resources and support information, visit The 
Resilience Project’s Support Page.

National Photography have advised 
that due to disruptions including 
COVID-19 there is a delay in printing 
and distributing this years School 
Photos. We will advise families once 
they are delivered.

https://schools.compass.education/
https://mansfieldsc.vic.edu.au/
https://mansfieldsc.vic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Mansfield-Secondary-College/100063773973865/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CVicki.Rutter%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb781a9165e6f4777daa608da28156e5e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637866369749319548%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NaPMvhck0%2BZsAZNsIX%2B%2FDIGJJtgfAtz7btt0eTT1Jec%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject.com.au%2Fparent-and-carer-hub%2F&data=05%7C01%7CVicki.Rutter%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb781a9165e6f4777daa608da28156e5e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637866369749319548%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AvZdPTgM8roCvg%2FZghLggXOna4cC%2BcQ%2FmvhwE6g3upg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject.com.au%2Fsupport%2F&data=05%7C01%7CVicki.Rutter%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb781a9165e6f4777daa608da28156e5e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637866369749319548%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mc6c5VHX%2BS9nNrDXCMGaiJ93K3QwOC1JgCzxUZHYpiQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject.com.au%2Fsupport%2F&data=05%7C01%7CVicki.Rutter%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb781a9165e6f4777daa608da28156e5e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637866369749319548%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mc6c5VHX%2BS9nNrDXCMGaiJ93K3QwOC1JgCzxUZHYpiQ%3D&reserved=0

