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From The Principal:

 Dear Parents/Guardians

Parent-Teacher-Student Interviews:
With three weeks left of term, the college is preparing for parent-teacher-student
interviews. At our school, assessment and feedback is supported with a range of
structures:
·Progressive reports on a 5 week cycle; a brief report showing progress with both
learning behaviours and engagement
·End of semester report against the Victorian Curriculum; a report with graphical
representation of achievement (‘dots’) this semester against achievement last semester
·High quality feedback (usually ‘rubric’ style assessments) about common assessment
tasks, showing; what has been achieved, what the next step is, and how to achieve that
next step. Rubrics are often done at the end of each learning unit, so you should look for
them about every 4-5 weeks
·Parent-teacher-student (PTS) interviews

The PTS interviews for VCE and VCAL students will be held on Thursday 31st March,
from 4-7pm. Interviews for all other students will be held on Thursday 7th April, from
midday to 7pm. On 7th April, the teaching day is shifted in time, and there are no normal
classes and no students onsite. To book these interviews please use Compass.
Information about booking interviews has already been circulated – contact the Front
Office if you need support. 

Our expectation is that students attend with their parents. If you need a discrete
conversation with your child’s teacher, then please let them know and they will work to
accommodate that need. As always, please reach out at other times in the year for a
conversation if needed – we are very keen to work together in partnership. You might
like to consider the following question set with teachers:
·What are they learning?
·Why?
·How are they going?
·What is their next step in their learning?
·What can I do at home to help?

School Council Elections:
Following on from the nomination process, we are very pleased to announce the parent
category members of School Council. This year we had three places to fill, thank you to
the following members for nominating:
·Matt Elliott (returning)
·Paul Hanratty (returning)
·Mandy Snell (new to council)

Our council is unusual in the extent to which we seek and support student voice. This
year we have five students on the council. One of the positions for the student category
is to be filled by election, currently underway. Well done to the four students who put
their name forward for the process – it is a brave step and provides an excellent
opportunity to actively engage in democratic processes. 
The four students running for election are:
·Connor McFadden
·Jai Callaway
·Isobel O’Loughlan
·Adele Leon

School Council – Annual Public Meeting:
On Monday the 28th March, we have our Annual Public Meeting for School Council. At
that meeting the Annual Report to the School Community is presented to both the
outgoing School Council and the incoming School Council. Other observers are welcome
to attend. The meeting will be held from 6-6:30pm in the Language Centre at the
College. If you would like to attend, then please notify the Front Office on 5775 2022.

Athletics Carnival:
This Friday the House Athletics Carnival for 2022 will conducted. As with all our
house events, the carnival is intended to support and encourage the participation of
all students. It is a great day, with lots of collegiality and opportunity for students to
cheer for their teams.  If you would like to come as a parent, you are most welcome to
attend, but you will need to be up-to-date with your COVID vaccinations.

Immunisations:
Our College does not vaccinate students. 

We are, however, required to enable access for Mansfield Shire Council and
Mansfield District Hospital. This week we had Mansfield Shire Council at school
completing the normal childhood vaccinations for Year 7 students.

Mansfield Vaccination Clinic will be onsite next week (Thursday 31st March) to
deliver COVID vaccinations and boosters for students 16 yrs and older. A COVID
booster dose is now recommended from 3 months after the last dose. 
A consent form needs to be completed if you'd like your child to receive their
vaccination. Contact the Front Office if you'd like a consent form emailed to you-
forms are due back to school by 11am Monday 28th March.

Performing Arts Centre (PAC) – Annual General Meeting:
Mansfield PAC is a Department of Education building, managed under a joint use
agreement with Mansfield Shire Council. The AGM of the PAC committee will be
held next Thursday 31st March at 9:00 am. Observers are welcome, just noting that
the voting members are only those listed on the joint use agreement. Please contact
the Front Office if you wish to attend.

Kind regards,
Timothy Hall
Principal

Calendar

Week 8
Friday 25 Mar - Athletics Carnival

Week 9
Wednesday 30 Mar - Uniform Shop Open 12:40pm-1:30pm
Thursday 31 March - VCE/VCAL Parent Teacher Student Interviews 4pm-7pm

Week 10
Wednesday 6 Apr - Uniform Shop Open 12:40pm-1:30pm
Wed 6 Apr to Fri 8 Apr- OES Unit 1 Lake Eildon Canoe Trip
Thursday 7 Apr- Yr 7-10 Parent Teacher Interviews 12pm-7pm
Thursday 7 Apr- No classes running on this day 
Friday 8 Apr - Student Assembly
Friday 8 Apr - Last day of Term 1 - Students dismissed at 2:30pm

TERM 2
Tuesday 26 Apr - First day back  at school
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Parent Teacher Student Interviews

VCE & VCAL INTERVIEWS
Thursday 31 March 4pm-7pm

Bookings open NOW via Compass (instructions sent to all families via email on 22 March 2022)

Students should attend school as normal on this day.
Students should attend interviews with their parent/s.

Please call the Front Office if you need any assistance booking your interviews.

YEAR 7-10 PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
Thursday 7 April 12pm-7pm

Bookings open via Compass  from Friday 1 April from 10am (instructions sent to all families via email on 22 March 2022)

No Yr 7-10, VCAL or VCE classes running on this day.
Students should attend interviews with their parent/s.
Please call the Front Office if you need any assistance booking your interviews.

Please note that in line with DET requirements parents must be double vaccinated to attend onsite.  If parents are not vaccinated, alternative arrangements can be
made (eg. phone, Google meet). Please contact your child's teachers via Compass to arrange a mutually convenient time.
Parents will be required to sign in and to declare their vaccination status.

Maths News

MATHS HELP THURSDAY AFTER SCHOOL
The Maths department staff run a weekly tutorial session for students in all year levels to get some help with whatever they are working on in Maths. We currently
have a small but committed group of students who are attending each week, getting homework done as well as sorting out any difficulties they might be having. I
would encourage all students to join us for this free tutoring.

Pi Day: 14th March 
Our Annual Pi Day Celebration was a great success, with students and staff involved in activities to celebrate the marvellous and beautiful number Pi. 
In the morning staff brought a delicious spread of pi themed treats.
At lunchtime students were invited to participate in a digits of pi competition. Any student who could recite at least the first ten digits of pi (3.141592653) won a lolly. 
Many students had been practising for some time, and impressed all of us with their efforts. Honourable mentions to students who managed between 20 and 35
digits: Chelsea Neale, Tristan Fox, Marlah Scobie-Webb, Amanda Duhamel, Maddie Collins, Henry Banks, and Ethan Visser. A double honourable mention goes to
Charlie Hall, who recited 21 digits in Indonesian!
Grand prizes for our top three competitors will be awarded during the end of term assembly next week. 
Congratulations to:
Grand prize winners: Year 8's Marly Kelleher and Amelia Stevenson, with 156 digits each!!
Runners up: Year 9 Arthur Gerrans (40 digits) and Year 10 Charlie Hall (36 digits).
Thanks to Ms Burton for organising.

AFL Fantasy
The Year 9’s have begun the AFL Fantasy Data Project where students create an AFL Fantasy team and compete against their classmates and teachers. They will use
the data generated from this to learn about statistics. The written part of the project will begin later in the year, but students have had fun following the first round of
the AFL season with their friends.

Maths Competitions/Extension Activities
The Australian Maths Trust run three major items for students to extend themselves in Maths each year. The Australian Maths Competition is an engaging 30-
problem competition that demonstrates the importance and relevance of mathematics in students’ everyday lives; it is open to students in Years 3 to 12 and will be
held in early August. The Maths Challenge is a series of problems for students up to Year 10 to solve over a four week period during Term 2. The Maths Enrichment
Program is a more in-depth problem solving task for students up to Year 10, which runs for 12 – 16 weeks across Term 2 and 3. Each of these items represent a great
opportunity for students to extend and challenge themselves in Maths. More information about registering for these items will be available before the end of Term 1.
Please get in touch with me if you would like to have a chat about these exciting programs.

Mark O'Loughlan
Head of Maths
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This week the unit one VCE Literature students and I took an adventure to Melbourne. There were two main events that we participated in, the first was a literary
festival event called BLAK & BRIGHT at the State Library of Victoria. This event was part of a larger festival of Indigenous literature that is run throughout Victoria
annually in March. During this event we listened to a panel of four Indigenous story tellers, writers, academics and activists talk about their experience of writing, of
living in Australia and the bigger and broader experiences in life that move them to write. During our breakout sessions we watched Indigenous actors table read
monologues written by prominent Indigenous writers and then moved into a workshop session with Thomas Mayor. Thomas is a Torres Strait Islander man who lives
on Larrakia Country in Darwin. Thomas has written four bestselling novels and has tirelessly advocated for the proposals in the Uluru Statement from the Heart.
During this session we examined the Uluru statement in detail and the students wrote a response to this important document. What the students learnt from the day
is that Indigenous voices are important, they are necessary in national discussion and deserve to be heard. To listen to Thomas speak about the Uluru Statement from
the Heart you can re-visit ABC’s Q&A from last week where he was a panelist.

The second event that we participated in was at the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) – International space. We visited an exhibition that focusses on the prominent
works of 11 ‘Bark Ladies’ from Yirrkala which is a community off the Gulf of Carpentaria in remote North East Arnhem Land. I have a deep connection to this work,
the people and country. I worked at the Art Centre Buku Larrnggay Mulka in Yirrkala and lived in Nhulunbuy with my family. These works are of national and
international significance and it is the first time that a show of all Indigenous women has been held at the International building of the NGV, not just in the Australian
gallery at Federation Square. It is here that the students learnt of the process of harvesting bark for painting, how the artists paint onto bark using marawat (hair
brushes) and ochre and saw the contemporary iterations of larrakitj, the funeral poles. Students learnt that in Indigenous storytelling there are visual as well as oral
interpretations and that often, one cannot exist without the other. They learnt that there is a process and hierarchy involved in permissions for women painting from
Arnhem Land and how they have pushed forward and beyond their comfort zones and now sit firmly in the contemporary art vernacular. Students examined these
works in detail and were intrigued by the new colours used and processes involved.

You can visit the NGV and see the Bark Ladies for yourself until the 25th of April 
https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/exhibition/bark-ladies/

From this excursion we will be able to utilise and draw on this knowledge into our next area of study, a play titled ‘Radiance’ by Louis Nowra. 

Alicia Scobie – Literature Teacher

VCE Literature Excursion to Melbourne

https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/exhibition/bark-ladies/


https://schools.compass.education/
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Mansfield Secondary College
 

Canteen Roster

March

Monday 28 March - Narelle Kelleher
Tuesday 29 March - Mandy Snell
Wednesday 30 March - Clarissa Leatham
Thursday 31 March- Peta Martin

April

Monday 4 April - Narelle Kelleher
Tuesday 5 April - Kirstie Casey
Wed 6 April -  Kim Crellin

 

Lost Property

We highly recommended that all student items are labelled, including stationery, laptops, chargers, bags, clothing. 

For any items handed in that are labelled, these student's names will be put on the Daily Student Bulletin. All non-labelled lost property that is handed into 
the Front Office is held for one month only.

Easy Ways To Pay

We accept payments via Cash, Credit Card (in person or over the phone), via Direct Deposit or BPAY.

For you family's BPAY details, please call or email the Front Office and ask for Chelsea, she will happily provide you with the details.

If you prefer to make payments via Direct Deposit, our bank account details are: 
Mansfield Secondary College     BSB: 083-755       ACC: 51 590 6741

Uniform Supply Issues

We were pleased to finally receive some uniform stock last week to back-fill orders. Unfortunately we are still waiting on some items. We
appreciate and understand families frustration as we wait for delivery of certain items.

We thank you for your patience with us as this is beyond our control. A reminder that students needing to wear casual clothing to school can
obtain a Uniform Pass from their Year Level Coordinator if they are waiting on an order.

If we have been able to supply uniform for you, your child's name will be listed on the Daily Student Bulletin.

Vaccination Requirements For Visitors
In line with the updated Department of Education guidelines, parents are required to be double vaccinated to be onsite (unless just collecting
their child).

If parents are coming onsite for meetings they are required to sign in and show their digital certificate at the Front Office. If parents are not
vaccinated, alternative arrangements can be made (eg. phone, Google meet). 

Requirements for all other visitors, including volunteers performing work onsite, is that they must be vaccinated with a booster. 

https://schools.compass.education/
https://mansfieldsc.vic.edu.au/
https://mansfieldsc.vic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Mansfield-Secondary-College/100063773973865/
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